
The main structure of the 
reward system:

The neurophysiological circle of reward, 
pleasure and addiction
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VTA is a group of 
neurons located in the 
midbrain that release 
the neurotransmitter 

dopamine in response 
to pleasurable stimuli

The Nucleus 
Accumbens is located 
just below the 
prefrontal cortex that 
is involved in the 
processing of 
pleasure and reward

Part of the brain responsible 
for decision-making, planning, 
and other higher-level 
cognitive functions.
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